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Title and commencement. 

 

1.(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Medicines (Prescription Only) 

Regulations, 1987. 

 

 (2)   These Regulations shall come into operation on the 5th day of May, 

1988. 

 

Interpretation. 

 

2. In these Regulations– 

 

“health prescription” means a prescription issued under the provisions of 

the Medical (Group Practice Scheme) Act; 

 

“prescription only medicine” has the same meaning as in the 1980 Order; 

 

"the 1980 Order" means the Medicines (Prescription Only) Order of the 

United Kingdom (S.I. 1980 No. 1421) as from time to time 

amended and includes any order or other instrument in force in 

substitution for that Order. 

 

Medicinal products which may only be supplied on prescription. 

 

3.(1)  Subject to the provisions of sub-regulation (2) and regulation 6 – 

 

(a) no person shall sell by retail, or supply in circumstances 

corresponding to retail sale, a medicinal product specified or of 

a description or falling within a class to which this regulation 

applies, except in accordance with a prescription given by a 

medical or dental practitioner registered in Gibraltar under the 

provisions of the Act; and 

 

(b) no person shall administer (otherwise than to himself) any such 

medicinal product unless he is a practitioner of a person acting 

in accordance with the directions of a practitioner. 

 

 (2)  Subregulation (1) (a) shall not apply– 

 

(a) to the supply of a medicinal product to a patient of his by a 

practitioner; or 

 

(b) to the sale or supply of a medicinal product for administration 

to an animal under his care, by a veterinary practitioner; 
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 (3) For the purpose of this regulation a medicinal product shall not be 

taken to be sold or supplied in accordance with a prescription unless the 

provisions of these regulations as to prescriptions are complied with. 

 

 (4)   This regulation applies, subject to sub-regulation (2) to those 

medicinal products (hereinafter called “prescription only medicines”) which: 

 

(a) are specified for the time being in the 1980 Order (S.I. 

1980/1921) and which may only be dealt with in the United 

Kingdom, in the circumstances described in sub-regulation (1) 

above in the manner described in that sub-regulation; or 

 

(b) during such period as they are not specified in the 1980 Order, 

consist of, or contain a substance listed in the Schedule to these 

Regulations. 

 

Form of Prescription. 

 

4. (1)   Subject to the provisions of these regulations, no person shall issue a 

prescription containing a medicinal product to which regulation 3 applies 

unless the prescription complies with the following requirements, that is to 

say it shall – 

 

(a) be in ink or be otherwise written so as to be indelible and be 

signed by the person issuing it with his usual signature and 

dated by him; 

 

(b) in so far as it specifies the information required by paragraph 

(f) to be specified, be written by the person issuing it in his 

own handwritting; 

 

(c) except in the case of a health prescription, specify the address 

of  the person issuing it; 

 

(d) have written thereon, if issued by a dentist, the words “for 

dental treatment only” and if issued by a veterinary practitioner, 

the words “for animal treatment only”; 

 

(e) specify the name and address of the person for whose treatment 

it is issued or will be issued by a veterinary practitioner, the 

person to whom the medicinal product prescribed is to be 

delivered; 
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(f) specify the dose to be taken and in the case of a preparation, the 

form and, where appropriate the strength of the preparation and 

either the total quantity of the preparation or the number of 

dosage units, as appropriate, to be supplied; and 

 

 (g) in the case of a prescription intended to be dispensed by 

instalments, contain a direction specifying the amount of the 

instalments which may be dispensed and the intervals to be 

observed when dispensing. 

 

 (2)   In the case of a prescription issued for the treatment of a patient in a 

hospital or nursing home, it shall be a sufficient compliance with 

subregulation (1)(e) if the prescription is written on the patient’s 

prescription card. 

 

Provisions as to supply on prescription. 

 

5. (1)  Subject to the provisions of regulation 7 below no person shall 

supply a medicinal product to which regulation 3 applies other than on a 

prescription unless all of the following criteria are fulfilled; 

 

(a) the prescription complies with the provisions of regulation 4; 

 

(b) the address specified in the prescription as the address of  the 

person issuing it is an address within Gibraltar; 

 

(c) he either is acquainted with the signature of the person by 

whom it purports to be issued and has no reason to suppose it is 

not genuine or has taken reasonably sufficient steps to satisfy 

himself that it is genuine; 

 

(d) the date of supply shall not be before the date specified in the 

prescription; and 

 

(e) the date of supply shall not be later than 13 weeks after the date 

specified in the prescription, or of a direction that the 

prescription may be repeated. 

 

  Provided that where a practitioner urgently requires such a medicinal 

product, the supplier may, if he is reasonably satisfied that the practitioner 

so requires the product and is, by some reason of emergency, unable to 

furnish a prescription before the product is supplied, supply the product on 

an undertaking by the practitioner to furnish such a prescription within the 

seventy-two hours next following. 
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 (2) The person dispensing the prescription shall comply with the 

following requirements – 

 

(a) he shall supply all the items included in the prescription 

provided that he has available the materials necessary for such 

prescription; 

 

 (b) he shall not, to the prejudice to the person for whom the 

product has been prescribed, supply any medicinal product 

which is not of the nature or quality specified in the 

prescription; 

 

(c) the prescription must not be dispensed more than once unless 

the prescriber has directed thereon either that it may be 

dispensed a stated number of times or that it may be dispensed 

at stated intervals; 

 

(d) if the prescription contains a direction that it may be dispensed 

a stated number of times or at stated intervals it must not be 

dispensed otherwise than in accordance with the direction; 

 

(e) a prescription which contains a direction that it may be 

dispensed a stated number of times but no direction as to the 

intervals at which it may be dispensed shall not be dispensed 

more often than once in three days, and a prescription which 

contains a direction that it is to be dispensed at stated intervals 

but no directions as to the number of times that it may be 

dispensed shall not be dispensed more often than three times; 

 

(f) a prescription which contains a direction that it is to be 

repeated shall not be repeated more than once and a 

prescription which contains a direction that it is to be dispensed 

indefinitely shall not be dispensed for more than six months; 

 

(g) at the time of dispensing there must be noted on the 

prescription above the signature of the prescriber the name and 

address of the seller and the date on which the prescription is 

dispensed; 

 

 (h) except in the case of a health prescription or of a prescription 

which may be repeated and which should, in that case, be kept 

by the patient, the prescription must, for a period of two years, 

be retained and kept on the premises on which it was dispensed 

in such manner as to be readily available for inspection. 

 



Medical and Health 

MEDICINES (PRESCRIPTION ONLY) REGULATIONS, 1987 

This version is out of date 

 

© Government of Gibraltar (www.gibraltarlaws.gov.gi) 

Subsidiary 

1987/142 

1997-25 

  Provided that the Specialist in Community Medicine may, in his direction, 

vary the requirements of paragraph (b) to (h) of this subregulation, in case of 

a health prescription. 

 

Register of Prescriptions. 

 

6. (1)  The particulars that are required by Section 50 of the Act to be 

entered in a register of prescriptions shall be as follows: 

 

(a) every entry required to be made in such register shall be made 

on the day on which the prescription was dispensed; 

 

(b) no cancellation, obliteration or alteration of any such entry 

shall be made, and a correction of such an entry shall be made 

only by way of a marginal note or footnote which shall specify 

the date on which the correction is made; 

 

(c) every such entry and every correction of such an entry shall be 

made in ink or otherwise so as to be indelible; 

 

(d) such a register shall not be used for any purpose other than the 

purposes of these regulations. 

 

 (2)  The requirements of this regulation do not apply to a health 

prescription.  

 

Exemptions for Emergency Sale of Supplies. 

 

7.(1)  The restrictions imposed by regulation 3 shall not apply to the sale or 

supply of a prescription only medicine by a pharmacist if and so long as the 

conditions specified in subregulation (2) are fulfilled. 

 

 (2)  The conditions referred to in sub-regulation (1) are –  

 

 (a) that the pharmacist by or under whose supervision the 

prescription only medicine is to be sold or supplied is satisfied 

that the sale or supply has been requested by a doctor who by 

reason of an emergency is unable to furnish a prescription 

immediately; 

 

(b) that that doctor has undertaken to furnish the person lawfully 

conducting a retail pharmacy business with a prescription 

within 72 hours; 
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(c) that the prescription only medicine is sold or supplied in 

accordance with the directions of the doctor requesting it; 

 

(d) subject to paragraph (5), that the prescription only medicine is 

not a controlled drug specified in Schedule 1 to the Drugs 

(Misuse) Act; 

 

(e) that an entry is made in the register kept under regulation 6. 

 

 (3)  The restrictions imposed by regulation 3 also shall not apply to the 

sale or supply of prescription only medicine by a pharmacist if and so long 

as the conditions specified in subregulation (4) are fulfilled. 

 

 (4) The conditions referred  to in sub-regulation (3) are – 

 

(a) that the pharmacist by or under whose supervision the 

prescription only medicine is to be sold or supplied has 

interviewed the person requesting a prescription only medicine 

and has satisfied himself– 

 

 (i) that there is an immediate need for the prescription only 

medicine requested to be sold or supplied and that it is 

impracticable in the circumstances to obtain a 

prescription without undue delay, 

 

 (ii) that treatment with the prescription only medicine 

requested has on a previous occasion been prescribed by 

a doctor for the person requesting it, and 

 

 (iii) as to the dose which in the circumstances it would be 

appropriate for that person to take; 

 

(b) that no greater quantity of the prescription only medicine than 

will provide 5 days’ treatment is sold or supplied except that 

there may be sold or supplied where the prescription only 

medicine – 

 

 (i) is an aerosol for the relief of asthma, an ointment or a 

cream, and has been made up for sale in a container 

elsewhere than at the place of sale or supply, the smallest 

pack that the pharmacist has available for sale or supply, 

 

 (ii) is an oral contraceptive, sufficient for a full cycle, 
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 (iii) is an antibiotic for oral administration in liquid form, the 

smallest quantity that will provide a full course of 

treatment; 

 

(c)  subject to paragraph (5), that the prescription only medicine 

does not consist of or contain a substance specified in Schedule 

3 to the 1980 Order and is not a controlled drug specified in 

Schedule 1 to the Drugs (Misuse) Act; 

 

(d) that an entry is made in the register kept under regulation 6; 

 

(e) that the container or package of the prescription only medicine 

is labelled so as to show – 

 

 (i) the date on which the prescription only medicine is sold 

or supplied, 

 

 (ii) the name, quantity and, except where it is apparent from 

the name, the pharmaceutical form and strength of the 

prescription only medicine, 

 

 (iii) the name of the person requesting the prescription only 

medicine, 

 

 (iv) the name and address of the registered pharmacy from 

which the prescription only medicine was sold or 

supplied, and 

 

 (v) the words “Emergency Supply”. 

 

 (5) The conditions specified in subregulations (2) (d) and (4)(c) shall not 

apply where the prescription only medicine consists of or contains 

Phenobarbitone or Phenobarbitone Sodium (but no other substance specified 

in Schedule 3 to the 1980 Order or Schedule 1 to the Drugs (Misuse) Act) 

and is sold or supplied for use in the treatment of epilepsy. 

 

Offences and penalty. 

 

8. Any person who is in breach of any of the provisions of these regulations 

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine of 

£100. 
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SCHEDULE 

 

Regulation 3(4)(b) 

 

Substances which if included in medicinal products make those products 

prescription only medicines. 

 

 

List 

 

Sildenafil. 

 

The hormonal preparation known as the “morning after pill” consisting of 

the chemical product known as levornogestrel alone or in combination with 

the chemical product known as ethinylestradiol (ethinyloestradiol) and sold 

under the brand name “Schering PC4”, “Levonelle–2” or any other product 

to like effect. 

 


